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Z2Y
Crary, nght?
BECCA
Youhit her?
1ZZY
Yezh Reghtin the face. BOOM. She went down.
BECCA
Oh my gk Lzy— You At that woman?
LZZY
1 couldn’t get around her, And ste was sareamuny Jike a retard.
BECCA
Vzry—
[Faa g
What would you bave done?
BECCA

Well | ceraicly wouldn't have hit her, Jesus

ZZY
And you know what they don’1 tell ya? It really hurts. To punch someone. It fnclan’
hurts.

BECCA
Well, yzh

LZZY
They doa’t put that oo TV It's all *Now that oughtta show him.” But for ;e 1t was like
DRI, that Lifled!” Look at my knuckles.
{£haws her — then off her lock)

What”
BECCA
Notiung.
1ZZY
You don't approve?
BECCaA

1 didn’t sav that

IZZY
Thas lady was ar me
BECCA
1know I didn't say ansthung.
22y
Bul you warma thouph
BECCA
(heat)
| just worry abeut you
27y
Doa't worry abow: me. She was the ons on tke floor
BECCA
That's pot what | meaot. You were in abar fight
12y
Sa”
BECCA
A bar fight, lzzy.
oy
She was up in my face!
BCTCCA
[ know, but it’s t0. .
Zrv
Woat”
BECCA
Jar Spnnger
[riay
What's that szpposed to mean? You think I'm treshy?
BECCA
You punched a woman in the face!
ZZY

5he provnhed mie!



BECCA
Ohay
27y
I'cy hungry. Mind if [ get semethicg?
BECCA
Suce when Jdo you ask?
1ZZYy
You're making me feel seositive.
{lezy heads back to the fndge)
1ZZY
Where's Howie?
BECCA
He's with Rack. They're plaving squash
1ZzYy
{chuckles]
Squash
(re: somedung mn the fndge)
What's thiis? Pudding?
BECCA
It's vornn be créme caremel.
zzy

Howre's a luzky man. Ya wen't see me maling anyore créme cammmel.

BECCA

1f vou're bungry, [sabel, grab somethiag. Don’l stand there with the door open.

| A
(holds up a0 individual creme caramce])
Car. ! have one of these? There's an extra in here.

HECCA
e
Yeak, okay
1ZZY
Weli I won't ezt it tf vou don’t want me to,

BECTA
HNu, go ahead You're nght, there’s ar extra

Just let e
I can eat it like thus

Mo, then it's qust cus

(Beoca goes into the kiichen. She gets a dessert plate, and auer the

- following she takes the ramekin and runs a knite apund the wside
edge of 1LY
BECCA
How's work?
ZZY
Dan't ask me that pleass
BeCCA
Why not?
ety
You got fired?
EZZY
It never eods wath me, does o?
BECCA
Nt ofizn, no.
2Zy

Dop’t tetl mom



EpeEil®
Y

Rodiig: Tfenad the first soel met her,

BECCA
Peuple don't ssreurn i your face for no reason.

jraa 4
Sure they do  You should get 0wt more.

BECCA
Were you sleepuwg with lum® This Augme guy, whatever kis name 157 You were sleeping
wath him, npht”

ZZY

e},
Where y2 goin® with this”

BECCA
Well JbT® Iz, you tell thes swry like you're an innocent bystonder. You say you don't
tnow 1 ho this woman was—

1ZZY
I didn'y
BECCA
You were having sex with her bovinead
L2y
That 15 50 beside the poict
BECCA
Ires?
1Z2Zy

I was over between them for a loag bme. They wore just living together because of the
rent situation. She didn’t care what he did.

BECCa
Then why did she accost vou it & crowded bar?

17ZZv
Becavse she's a lunatie!
{bear)

2Zy
And Aupgie told her | was pregnarct.

BECCA
(beat)

v wouid he.. 7

[Na response. The questioo just hangs there for a fea beats

Beeca 15 not thinilled.).
BECUCA
Ohmy e, Ly
N
1 know, nghi?
BLCCA

You are nat,

{Iz=y just shrugs. Whadayes gonna do”®),

BECTCA
Ol wy g™
[Virad
He's areally good guy, Bec  You're gonna like lum. He's 8 musician
BECCA
{oozing oy
Thal's temfic.
ZZy
No, nat like you tunk  He gets wori. He's a working mugncian
IECCA
Is that why you're heae™ Ta tell me you re pregmant?
ZzZy
Pretty much
BECCaA

Floew somethung wes up  You're 20t one to #£op by on 3 Sansrd:v fternusn

Z7y
1 pop by



BECCA
it comes up very quicaly  You wouldn't even believe iL
LZzy
Plus we doa't have a 1ot of roem to—
BECCA
Thar'sokay I'l keep them bere, In the basement You'll be buppy [ saved them.
LZZY
But what if it’s a eul?
BECCA

Tten I'll baog them down 1o Goodwill. What's the big deal? You're gonna thank me. A
couple years wonh of free clothes bere. Thuik of the maney you're gonna save.

LZZY
It's not avout the cwocey.

BECCA
Well it shauld be. You nsed t0 sian thinkang about stuff bike that, 1z Espectally of the
dad’s a musican. It costs 2 lot to raise a child.

jrarag
1t"d be weird, that’s a3l {fw's a boy. To see um runnizyg arvund n Daany's clothes.
(heat)
I would feel wewd. You would wo, [tunk.
{beat)
I'm somry
BECCA
No, {'m somry. Of course it'd pe werd. [ don't know what [ was-—
zZzY
1! wus a mice offer. 1 just
BECCA

You'll get a lot of clothes anyway, Chnstmas and buthdeys. You wen't bave o werry
about that.

1ZZy
Mo 1 hniow but—

BECCA
It woudd be ane g 1f tey were band-me-downs but—

Zry
Exactly.
(Pause.}
BELCCA
11"s probably a gir. anyway
mry
You thenh?
BECCA
1"t defintely geincy a gul vibe. I'm a linle pryciuc asou: tus sutf
o —
_BECCA
Remember 1 smd Debbie was having 2 gul.
122
You d:d. :
BECCA
AT RarenT
2
tozren 100, ] semember.
BEGCA
[ tunk there's 4. gisd in Giere
1 bope the 8 traPIeE NESLT wani— thecway, soiongns sttvfiealthuobvivusty,
but1f Thad o gick, Thopé iraapul.
) BECCA
T L panse)
What'd Momr say?
IZZY

She was happy



HOW1E

Lzzy hut semevne, she dide’t get 1010 a fight. Blows were ncver eachanged.
BECCA

What 15 your pownt? It’s akay for a pregnant womean to be punching peupie”
HOWILE

Well so long as they don’t pupch her back, it's probably ell Aght.
BECCA

What are you—? Wiy are you defeading ber?
HOWIE

I'mnot. [ just thiok it's silly lo get worked up about .
BECCA

I'm oot worked up. I'm jast sayinyg,
HOWTE

You're nght, 1t 5 4 mess, bul what can we du? Maybe i'll be fine. Izzy's not a moron

{offher loak)

Oh.ay, she aces like one sometmes bul. . A baby can be goud for a person
BECCA

1 kmow that, Howae.
HOWIE

Alngbt then,

'tat.-.

Ttus was good. The aréme caramed.

BECCA

Ttank you. izzy tned 1o cat one upmnde down.

{Becea clears the créme caruned dishes. She bongs them into the

tchen) ;
HOWIE
You want more wine?
BECCA
No, I've bad two already
HOWTE

Huif & glass, I wanna empty ths botile
{1e emplies the rest into ber m_wvmn

7]

BECCA
Slo's thilled by tie way

HOW e
She called?

BECCA
Lzzy must’ve wold ber | suew.,

HOWT:E
And how was that?

BECCA

What, two bouss on tic pbune wath Afum”
LK )
{Howic lowers the lights o the wom.} = _ .@T- ..—, ocm

BECCA
What are you dong?

HOWIE
My eyes are sore, staring at that computer all day

(Becca settles onio the couck wath her wine. )

BECCA
You tuek tus meacs she wanis baby suid?  For her pirthday™ Matermity clothes or
something?

HOWIE
{j0ins her on the couch)
No, wast lor the baby shower. Just get whatever jou were gonna get he:

BECCA
Good, becauss | was gonpa buy het a balkroom set,
HOWIE
A what?
BECCA

A bathroom st Showes curtaig, 9ath mat. .a lictle stant fer the sink They sell thea as
sels.

HOWIE
Ts 15 for lzzy's burthday?



HOWIE
Nutreally ) guess she tock Lhe lids to her mother®s tus weekend.
BECCA
Rack dida’t wanoa go?
HOWIE
He has work
BECCA
How are the ads?
HOWIE
hne, | guess, He said thet Robine s doing tee-ball now, and Ermuly bus rossiered the phe.
(bea)
Anything else?
BECCA
No, that's 1L
HOWIE
Tou can call bes, you know. You cen cull Debbie and ask her these Guestions yourself.
BECCA
! don't wapna call her. She should call me,
HOWIE
Ohay
BECCA
Way c2n 't sae cali me”
HOWIE
1 dont’t know.
BECCA
Ne?
HOWILE
She's uneomfortable, Bz:
HECCA

Ls that whar Rack saul f

HOWIE
Ruck didn't say anytneng. But otnsously of she hasz't calied 300 115 beauuse Lhe deca.'t
know wkal 1o say.

BECCA
How about “Hey Becoa, how you dinng? Haves't scen YOU 10 J'woufe”
HOWIE
Il you re pissad, you should cal! her and tel: bes
BECCA
No, Howie, 1t's her job 10 call me.
HOWIE
Ohay
BECCaA

I would've heen there for ber of god forbad something aod ever happianed 10 Rulibue ur
£m. [ wouldn't have vanshed the way she did.

HOWIE

Pouple get weurd, you know tbat. It's probably hasd for her.
BECCA

Hard for acr?
HOWIE

I'm just saying. Look at oy brother. Spent the whole fireral ulking abuat the Az
Obviousty be couldn't deal. He'd tali abuous anythaing bus Danoy. And thal s avy boodi

BECCA
Yeab well, yous brother's an asshole
{bean
1 shoutd drop ber a note.
HOWILE
Maybe you stould.
BECCA

“Dear Debbie - yust so’s ya know, weoidents aren 't cuatagous

HIWWIE
Okay, let it go



HOWIE
(? ! can’t messape oy wire”

BECCA
You doht kave eye-stron

HOWIE

So”
BECCA
“0h I've been stanng W that compurer all day.”
Well 1 do siare a1 that compul
You're mying v seduce me.

Am 7

Plying me with liquor

HOWIE
It worked 11 college.

BECCA

Adzignt, Romeo,

HOWIE

Whart

BECCA
fum away playtaliy)

Enaugh.

Wiy \
/

V.R.qn being very aaugsty

/ HOWIE
! Maughty’s good. You used 1o Jike naughty

(sbe geas up trom the couch

HOWIE

Nefe are you oy '

BECCA
I stll haye seff 1o bag up

HOWEE
Ate you addigg?

BECCA
clothes up ikbere, Howne,

Nu, there are piles

Well if they ve waited o)

[ wanted o get it dens.

We'll get it dope toorrow. '1)4

m somty. I'm feeling kinda anisy woaight. You'tz nghy, the L
skan.

¥ Ul Kol T ful

HOWiL

Rughit.

1He clichs the music olf. Panse,)



BECCA
Al Green

HOVWIE

(boat)
1 was mce. That's all. [ was tryng o m

I hol thipgs mce.

well . A “nice™ anymore

HOWIE

1 tunk you should sce
(beat)

I koow you're not one for

th:at’d belp. Ormayvbe you

ists, but | think you should. We could go together if
Id try the group again.

BECCA
[ think we should sell the house,
... HOWIE
{beat}
Comz on, Begca, what?
BECCA

[ ve beea thinking about 1t for 2 while, andl gincé we're o the topic—

HOWIE
How nere we an the topic?

31

BECCA
[ dunk 1w’d belp tf we eoved

HOWIE
I den™t wanna move

BECCa

He's everywheare, Home Everywhac | loak, ] std! see Danny

HOWIE
We love this house

BECCA
I caa’t move wathowt- | mean, Jesus, loos at tus.

(graba a oy Fom lhe sheif}
Everywhere Do you evea know?

(grabs a lad’s boak fiown a stack of magarimes)*
Hare: “Runaway Bunay” for (@filiee. The puzsles The smudgy Engopnnt: on the
door-jambs.

HOWIE
! like secing tus fingerprints.

BECCA
Because you don't have 10 sit and stere at them day 1n and day vus
You pet to eszape. You get 10 go to work.

HOWIE
Well, if you want to go back to work, Becca

BECCaA
ldoo't.

HOWE
=you czan call up Setheby's

BECCA

Nolcan't Thar's not who [ am eoymare. | lef all that 10 He a mon..

HOWIE
Well ..

BECC A
Weil what® Well that dsdn't work o™

e



VOICE OF HOWIE
Ohlk

VOICE OF DANNY
1 have magic

VOICE OF HOWIE
Ok, 1 dida’ realize

VOICE OF DANNY
Do vou warna be wvisibic?

VOICE OF HOW1E
Ckay

VOICE OF DANNY
PtEthhh

VOICE OF HOWIE
Is that it? Am [ envisible?

VOICE OF DANNY
Yezh. 1zade you iavisibl=

VOICE OF HOWTE
Dhd yuu sexe me?

VOICE QF DANKY
Yeah

VOICE OF HOWIE
No, you d&adr’t. 'm icvisiliie

VOICE OF DANKNY

Bu: 1 can still see you because | have magic

VOICE OF HOWIE
Ohht

VQICE OF DANNY
Thd vou furpet that pan?

VOICE OF HOWTE

Yeah T forgou thar pant
(The lights fade on Howie, watching the video )

[ 2,

SCENE THREE

Aﬂ,n_ﬁ-. A week later. Evening. Becca, lzzy anc Nat, theyr
mom, are gathered around a binkday cale singing Fanpy Birtadav
Nat has a glass of wine )

NAT AND BECCA
(end of song},
Happy Birthday 1o you
NAT
Blow “em out

{lzzv blows out the candles. Ad lik yays and clapping. )

BECCA
What did you wish for?
127y
1 cac’t say
(re s coac)
I leoks guod, Becca,
NAT
Whae'd you buy it?
BECCA
1duin"t [ madeit
NAT

Of course veu did. What 2 stupid question. OF courss veu
madz it

BECCA
(catchey lzzy scooping off the frosunpy
Loy
wzy
I1°s my cake
BECCA

Well let me aun it firse. Warch your fingers.

(Becea cuts sl:ces of cake and putls teem on piates over lhe
following . Howie enters with a couple papers,



40

NAT
Maybe if they had stayed home and waiched television ooce :n aw hile, insicad of nipping
aif to Vail, shen none of that stuff would 've happened.

BECCA
You kave the most interestog theones.
NAT
Don't patoatze me.
BECCA
I'm not. 1 was beng serivss
127y
ires eake).
Thas is 53 good.
NAT

Normal people don't flv zround n their own pluncs for example. [don't know anycpe
with hus own plane, do you! Do you, Howie?

HOWTE
Well. yeah ! know ene guy but—

NAT
Well, you kriow someone, but that's pot the nonm. An average person doesn't own an
auplane.

HOWIE
Ne, you're nghe, he's not av «age,

3ECCA
He's a member of the jet-set.

NAT

Enacilyt That's what that word means! The Jet seb Jet-setiers! Buzming around in hitds
Pipess or whatever, crashung off the coast of Massachusctts. Al I'tn sayang s regular
people don '« bave tlen 1e.atives die m stparate plane wrecks

HOWTE
It's cot :en.

NAT
Just adout, 1f you coust Taddy who survived tis.

12ZyY
Well | think: 1t’s sad,

BECC A
Teddy survivinp?

{lzzy-anc Becen chuckle jr

NAT
Well of course i7s sad. All tkose sood-iovlang people falling out of the akw like tha
I's a frickin’ waste. But 1 asn't a curse It's Just neh people acting stepwi

BECCA
1 thought vou lked JFK.*

NAT
I'm oot tallong about IFK_ I'm not tallang about the ones who were assarzerarea
Ahtough pening shot by a crazed gueman 5 kinda of a nch-guy problem oo, 15t g

HOWIE
Well, not wecessaniy

NAT
It doesn't mauter, that’s not who I'm tallapg about 1'm wallang about the unquahfed
pitos. I'm tallang abowt piaving football And skitng. At the same wme®

zZzy
That was swpid

NAT
“Hey, look atme! I'ma Kenaedy! 1 can cateh a ball while flying down a mountun un
sucks!™ Of course he died IdioL And [ know that's a terible thing to suv bur s was
2 grown man aching like a morun  The amogence of these peaple

HOWTE
The Grecks would call that hubas, “Arragznce o he face of itaopkt oo+ rechnizal
e hubns acrually

NAT
1£ habns means rezkless, then that's nighe.

HOWIE
Nu, # doesa’t tacan reckless. Ii's more ubout the gods

NAT
Thar's probably the aght word then, They're vers Catholic, those henped 55



NAT
O nght, that maxes sense. What was | saying about hup?
ZzZy
Yeu were sayiag kow he'd get real'y npsy and rever stap talking.
- NAT
Wﬁ)a.ﬁ.ﬁ!
Youlgly I'm oot tipsy. I'm sure [ bad a very interesting point to make.
{Becca hands a g present 1o lzzy,)
BECCA
Thus is from us.
27y
Wow. Thank you
HOWE
Happy Birthday.
12Zy

I’s wrapped so nice. It's a shacie to np 1t open.

NAT

Becca always makes such aice bows. | don't have the raoence. My fingers are too fat.

(lzzy unwiaps a very tastefirl bathroom un_..__

Obh, look at that.
BECCA
It's mere of o practical gift, but 1 thoughit yuu could use it
HOWIE
It's a bathzoom set
LZZY
liee It'smze
NAT
Luuk atthe colers. So pretty
BECCA

The gsft receipt’s mside 1f yoo want a differen: style.

NAT
Wy weuld she want a dutferent stybe? 's beausul. 't u veaut: ful?

12Zy
Ls this your way of telling me you don't like my Three Stooges shower curras”
BECCA
Of eourse not
zZzy
Okay.
BECCA
Tl 15 for when you want a chanpe, vou'll have 1t
NAT
Tha Three Siwoges thang is kunda goofv hoocy
1Z7Y
The word 1s knschy, Mother.
NAIT
Look up kitseby, wouldjs Howic? See ifit savs crap®
BECCA
I dicn’t kaow what 1o get you
Zzy
This is great. Senously, thank you.
BECCA
Hike your shower curtain
zzy
Imow, T was ladding,
NAT
And since vou're moving th with Auggie—
1Z7y

That'srght His bathroom needs a little froofiog up. Thank you

BECCA
You're welcome



4a

12z
No, I'm good

NAT
S0 car anyone use thuse sretch-mark loaons, or just pregnant ladics?

(They it tn silence tor o cauple beats |

HOWIE
Hey, bow’s Taz.
NAT
He's good. The vat says he needs to luse sonze weght thougl
HOWIE
Bcaily?
NAT
Yedh, be eais hhe a tooper
HOWIE
Wiat are you feeding hum™
NAT

Just regular dog tood. Whatever s on salc.

HOW1E
Oh. Bezause ! wiote down the name of what he usually eats on that Faotout [ gave you
Do vou suli have thar prinzour?

NAT
Yo

HOWIE
We weie fealing him Saeace Dier They have dus speaal low-fat mex,

NAT
Ob that sTuiTs s0 expensive though. He likes what ['ve been gvaag bum,
HOWIE
Excepi it makes by pul.
BECLCA

Howie—

MAT
He's not fat. He's just a livde chiubbier
ZZy
Itunk the weight swits mm,
NAT
Majbe he eats 100 much because he feel: pusishied. 1tk ks msses you
R
{to Howe)
Thut watque dug growing up. She was tus enotniows .1 don 't eve,; Aachy who
coccal
WLat brecd was Rickies?
BECCA
She was o mut.
ZZY

Na, | know, but she was mostly Col think, with suime German stephard puxes n

Remember how fa: she was?

HOW|

Prubably becauseof what you fed her
jryg
oull; -
NAT
hew 1 remember whar 1- was. Whar § wes Bowid acy wbout Anuiods Unaes o
=Y
Mom, do you bave tw— "7
NAT

 was aboun lus son, ke voe who dicd w the plane crasiy

BECCA
I’y gonna wrap up the cake for vou
(shc does)

NAT
1 know, another nch kad in a plane crash, but thes was my whole poat. You shutdd e
Stopped me ffom gong off on that Kamedy tangent, betause my purt wes abou
Onassis, and how when lus son dizd, he was so disoeugnt by the senszlessness o147 4.,



NAT
1 don’t even koow what that means,
ZZY
Hex here's an idea. Jet’s change the subject.
BECCA
{to Homne)
Didn't | say no wine?
HOWIE
She brought it hessell, what was [ supposed (o do?
NAT
What'd [ say?
1ZZY
Mo, you promised
NAT

Promised what? It's pot my fault she missed my point.

BECCA
What point? That Anstotle Onassis died of prief because he couldn’t find someone to
blame?

NAT
I'm net 12kdng about blame, I'm ta’king ahout comfort,
BECCA
Othh, comfort. Well then.
1Zzy
You guye. this is supposed to be my party.
NAT
Where are you getting 1t?
BECCA
Comfont™
NAT

Yes. i I mav ask.

51

BECCA
I'm nou
NAT
Well...
BECCA
Well, what?
NAT
Well [ thank voe skould
BECCA
Okay T'L get ngat on that then. See what | can dig up on Ebay
NAT
Don't get flip, Beeca, I'm just trying 10 talk to you
1Zz2y
I'm goana clean cp, because [ think we're just about doze heve.
NAT
Howie says you won't go lo the support group.
BECCA
{beal)
Oh. Howie said.
HOWIE
She was aslang how vou were domng.
BECCA
Why dide 1 vou just say fine? You know she's ganna run with whatever you give her
NAT
Lalways thought talk was healthy Iso't thar what all the books say, Howe?
BECCA
So this 15 what exactly, an intervention?
1ZZY
If tt 15, then U'm really prssed.
HOWIE

It's not am intervention
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BECCA
Yes, lam. Ofcourse 1 am. How nice they all have something thet makes them fee! a
lit:ie hetter. Like | dan't feel bad enough, Py gotia go and have ther rubbed in oy face?

HOWIE
Nobody's tub— You're not being far.

NAT
1 doa’t know why you don®t believe in God anyway.

BECCA
(o Howie)
You see? Now look where we're going!

NAT
1 brought you o church every Sunday. You used to believe in God.
BECCA
Well | dop't anymore.
NAT
Well vou should, What if vou're wrong? What ilthere is a God?
BECCA
Tiien § would say be's a satisac prick.
rra'g NAT HOWIE
Whon hey now... Bece, please. Aw, peex..
BECCA

“Worship me and I'll treat you hike shit.™ No wonder vou like him, he sounds just like
Dad

NAT
You don't need to stnke out at me, Becee. | know you're still in a bad plece, but I'm
ng to help you,

BECCA
Right.

NAT
1 wish somenne hac sa: e down when Arthur died, | wich someone gave me a listle
adwice

BECCA
You know what I wish? [ wish you would stop companng Danny to Artbur. Dacny was
4 four year old boy who chased lus dog 1010 the sreet. Arthur was a thirty year old
heroin addict who hung himself. Fraokly 1 resent how vou keep Juriping them topsther

{Silence)
NAT
He was still ray son.
BECCA
And { don't recall anyone giving you instructions on how best to grieve for hics,
{beat)
I think it's ttme for me to go to bed now.
(turns to her sister)
Izzy, 1 hope you enjoy the bathroom set.
ZZY

I'm goone.
(Becea beads upstaus. [zzy continues loading the diskes into the
dish washer. Mot ta still shaken by Becea's comment.)

NAT
1 was never that mean to anyone. When Asthur died, I was Just as upset as she was, bet |
never took it out on other people like thet

jraag
Huh Whet shout Mrs, Bailey”
NAT
Nobody’s talking abowt Mrs. Bailey, Izzy, please.
HOWIE
You kmow what this was about?
1Z2Y
{re: Nat)
Ycah, her and her mouth
HOWIE
I knew the pasty wes & baul 1dea.
Zzy

{to Nat)
Dndp't T 12lt you net to get into anyvthing with her?
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licar a dacumentary on toroadoes playing. Howie is confused.
Something tsn't nght.

He gets up off the couch and ejects the tape. He cxamines the tape,
pantc starts to set . He pops the (ape back  end hits play again

More tomado decumentary.}
HOWTE
What is ttus? Becca? Beoca?
(tuts fast forward)
BECUA
{rom: upstairs)
What?
HOWIE
Beczal' Begea™
BECCA
(Comeng down e stairs)
What?
HOWIE

What'd you do hers?*

{Howie keeps pressing fast forward, but 1t°s all tomadoes He's

beside bimself)

BECCA
What's the manter”

HOWIE
What 15 this™

BECCA
Whiat's what?

HOWIE
The television What t5 thas?

BECCA

(inoks 10 TV)
It’s the Discovery Channel. The woraado progrene  You said you wanted 1o watch i |
recorded it for vou. Why”

HOWIE
VFtrER 01 NO
BECCA
What's the mater?
HOWIE
It’s Danny's tape. You recorded over Danny’s tape.
PERCES

1}

No,Tdidn’t Prde and Prejudice was on that tape. We were watshing it last wght.

HOWIE
I switcheX them.

BECCA
Hhar?!

HOWIE

I waiched Danny's Vape later. Afier you went to bed

BECCA

Why dida’1 you tahe 1© oyt of the machine?

HOWIE
Why didn't you check to sec'what was .o there?

BECCA
[ assumed 1 was the TV tape.

HOWIE
Jesus, Becca!

CCA
It was oae of the baby videos?

HO

No, it was the most tecent, the long ooe. The pal: was on 1t, and Mexico--

BECCA
How was | supposed 1o know vou snuck down herc?

HOWTE
vnE_ Chnstmas,

o0
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BECCA
(It's as if she’s been slapped.)
I didn’t hpow that tape was in Gere
HOWIE
1'm oot talking abous: the tape. Not jas the tape.
BECCA
And t4e patntings are downstairs. In abox. You can look al them whenever you wact.
HOWIE
The clothes. 1ls shoes.
BECCA
We don't need all thu stuff. Why would we keep—?
HOWIE
Your wanting 10 sell the boase.
BECCA
We acready talked sbout -
HOWE
Taz Sendiopg Taz te your mother's!
BECCA
There was a lot going on, Howie. We couldn’t deat with the dog.
HOWIE
| was fine wath the dog, 1 was the cne walking bvm.
BECCA
Wel: be got under foou
HOWTE
Ard he was a terzinder.
BECCA

Yes, he was a remunder. So what? [ wanted one less remuader eround here, That's
perfecty normal

HOWTE
And since vou never wanted the dog to begin with—

BECCA

Oh ro:, gesiadE-

HOWIE
Well 1if | kada’t bought the dog—

BECCA
And if f hadn't rup inside to get the phone, er if 7 had latched the pate—

HOWIE
1 teft the gate unlatched

BECCA
Weil f dido’t check it 1'm not playmg thus game agmn, Howte [t was no one’s fauil

HOWIE
Not even the dog’s.

BECCA
I frtow that

HOWIE
Dogs chase squirrels. Boys chase dogs.

BECCA
Age you telling rae or yourself?

HOWIE
He loved ha1 dog!

BECCA
Of course be did.

HOWI=E
And you got nd of um,

BECCA

Rigkt, like | pot nd of the tepe. 1 get i

HOWIE
(lostng it}
It's not just the tape! I'm oot tallang about the tape, Becca! It's Taz, and the paintings.
and the clothes, and #’s everything! You bave la stop erasicg him! You have 1o stop it'
You HAVE TO STOP!

(She takes him in. She secms more confused than affionted )
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ACTTWO
SCENE ONE

(Two manths bave passed. It's early May Howieisn a sult,
holding a clipboard wath a sign-in sheet, waiting for people to pop
by for an Open House. [zzy 15 in the kitchen. A car is puling
away.}

12ZY
Trey were weind, ub? The last couple? The way they kept opening everything?
Cabines, closets...

HOWIE
It's nn Open Houase,

L.r- 9
Stithit was kanda nervy. ['d never ¢o vne of these things. Strangers strolling througk,
lookanyy inder my heds.

BOWE
That's what you gonia do 1o sell 2 house.

5 1ZzYy
Well luzky for me Uil figver own a house then.
(cnmes out of the kitchen wath a plate)

‘What s Lus, pe?

HOWIE
It's atone.

ZZY
Is it poed?

HOWIE,
Yeah, 11's good.

,
(lzzy grabs a fork and camies the plate into ke living room. We
ses now that her pregnancy’s starting to showr, She’s four and a
half mecnths along.) iy

h,

ZZY
We done”
¢ HOWIE
Fificen minotes. We're supposed 10 go "t four
{Howmie's looking over the sign-in sheet.)

[
LZZY
How many'd ya get anyway?

HOWIE
Not many. No sarious buyers, MuyyEain-Gommn-tougiovtshard-o-tefi—~

7= s
Is snt-what-hewwe German? | couldn’t place the accent. ! thoughl ioaybe-insh.
e

Frish?

I couldn’i tell.

7 (reSipgEmshest)
Tswar-aapsichasok. | thought we had a bite with that family - the little grl.
Nothing though. Maybe | priced it tov lugh. Or they were just browswug maybe.

1ZZY
{eating)
You freaked them out, Howie

HOWIE

{beat)
Mo, | dida’t. Wha: are you talking about?

1ZZYy
You should've cleaned oul Danny's mom, Made it look like a guest room or somethuing
An office, or whatever,

HOWIE
Why?

1ZZY
Because cveryone that went 1o theye was hke “Oh, you have a son, how old is he?” Dié
you Unnk peaple wouldn't ask that™
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1ZZY
Well 1don’t know

HOWIE
No, Izzy. No. Nobody blames you.
ZzY
Okay

{beat),
Su 1t's just the baby thea The fact <hat I'm having 2 baby.

HOWIE
Everyone's exciled obout the baby, 1z But you gotta understasd that there's other stuff
gowng ot around bere.

7Y
I'm aot talkang about the other sinff. 1'm fatking about me heing a capable psrson who
can raise a child, and lock ofter it and protect it | resent the feeling | get from her, and
you too sometimes, bonestly, thet 1 don't deserve the baby. Or that I'm not mature
enough, or smart enough or something, to take care of it. 1 mem, g, if my mother
oould do it, bow hard could 1 be?

(M

HOWIE
You'd be surpnsed,

2zy
Look, bey. | dido’t mean (o ..} just want to feel hike you guys bave sue faith wn me,
hecause I'm up o it.

HOWIE

Greal. | hope you are.
1ZZY

Oh, vou hope. Thanks, Howe.

HEVWIE
1-dap - knowwheTs YOI want this Tonversshna-torgo; 120 ARt Hreally-domriafowwey
Yo R eI I W e

{ghereesatlnewatch)

NoytUoTT I Theer .
{Howie gels himseli a boar out of the fridge. Adfter a beat...)
Can I ask you sometinng elsc?

No [Nota fist.

What s it7 -
- /.11: N
e Zzy
You're not getina ke 1t



ZZY
-=but 1'd like 10 thank that of thiags gnt 10 a pont wheve they were unsavable, that you'd
e man enough to fish or cut bait—

HOWIE
Whe said we were having troubles?

zzry M)
—and ot make thiags worse than they already are by Gaderng around behund Beco's
buck

HOWIE
You are way off-base, Lzzy!

12ZY
And [ know there's “other siuff going on around here™ but that doesa’ excuse .

HOWIE
This 15 50 beyond ndiculous, | don't even know how 1o respond to you

1ZZY
T don t need vou to respond, | rust wanted to ask the question and say what [ bad (o say.
You can do whetever you wanl about it.

HOWIE
About whar? I'm not having an afTas!
1ZZY
Okav
HOWIE
i was comforting a fiecd!
2zy
Grest, I'm glad to heir that.
HOWTIE

And | don't know where this Reema person gels off making these offensive assumptions
2l me—

ZZY
She’ll be happy to hear it was a musundestanding.
HOWIE

I mear. pod, lzzy And nght after your shpiel about us not having fith in vou. What do
you think of me”

Th

zzv
I'm sorry, i’s @Y sister. | had to ask.
HOWIE
Weli vou've asked
BZY
Iedeed 1 kave.
HOWIE
b
(et

I’ll 1l ya ope thing, tf 1 ever see thus Reema again, I'm gonna tell ber what [ thiok of her
tallangalilk about me.

ZZY
You should, She'll like that
(heads into the kitchen.)

HOWIE
And for the record, 1 hope 1 did stiff her on the hp.

1Z2ZY
Yeah well, for the record, you did.

{Left aloac, Howie is recling, but trying pot to show it. He dnoks,
tus beer.

Afer a couple beats, Becca and Nat come in through the front door:
camrying bags of grocznies.  They're in the middle of an arpument.
They head to the ldtchen and put away groceries over the

followwng.)
NAT
Luclaly she had read about it in the papers
BECCA
Of course she did.
NAT

= s0 when I explained it, slie renlized who you were.

HOWIE
Heeeey, they're back
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BECCA
This 1s why 1 bare shopping  Cverythung in there's like “Ob lock, Froot Loops, Danny
Liked Froot Loops.  Hey, stnng chesse. Danny hated sting cheese.” Everything
Howie. you've polt to do some of the food shepping. 'm sick of saying it

NAT
Becca got a hle vpset.
HOWIE
About what?
NAT
Thazre was a boy there,
HOWIE
He reounded you of Dannv”
BECCA
No. Maybe a hide, but pot really, no.
NAT
He liad red hair
BECCA

What happened was we ware ir: the same aisle as this kid and he wanted these roll-ups,
Erut roli-ups. and tus mother was being a kard-ass about 1t, seying she wasn®t gonaa buy
them for him,

NAT
Ard it wasn't becaase she couldn‘t aZford it, because yon could tell she had money.

BECCA
Dut the kad was getting whiny about . Which makes sense, because he’s five yeers old
and he really wants these roll-ups, but the mother wouldn’t give in. In fact she starts
ignonog hrm completely, just tums ber face away and pretends he's not there, Just goes
about her shopping. like that's gonoa shut lum up, or teach lnm a lesson or something.
Case-c.osed sort of thung. But that only gets hitn more upsel. So that pissed me ofT for
SOME reason.

HOWIE
What did?

BECCA
The way she was ignoring him, nsiead of trying te explain why he coulde’t have them.

|0

NAT
So she wallzad oves 1o her
HOWIE
What? Why"
BECCA
1 doc’t kmow. [just did
IZZY
What'd you say?
BECCA
I saud “It°s anly three bucks, why don’t you just get lum the duglpigy rell-ups™
HOWIE
Ohno.
BECCA

And she looked a little miffed, but she smiled a litle - I don's know wky  and explawned
to me that she didn't wazt ber son cating candy. And so I sard ot wasn’t actaally candy,
in fact fruit roll-ups are relatively healthy, and they're made wath real fruit, and why not
give him a treat? And she 10)ld me 1o mind my own business. and then tned to move her
cart eround me, but ran over my foot by accident, so I smacked her.

HOWIE
(beat)
What?
BECCA
1 smocked her.
NAT
She did  She smacked her. 1 coulda’t believe it Real bard oo
HOWIE
Becca...
BECCA

T know. It was awful, and then the boy started crying. [ fedt temible, but she missed me
off

WY
You tul that wornan?
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Vdprrn 10 arrange sometung |

JASON
Okay. Well [ wrote my gumber down. ..
{pulls cnuupied paper from hus pocket)
So tfyou freeup at all...
HOWIE
Cap 1 just say scmeliung to you?
BECCA
Howie, don't—
HOWIE
An Open House sign doesn’t mean we're bolding walking-tours in here.
JASON
I smow that
HOWIE
You can't just pop in because the door’s open. We were conducting business.
JASON
That's why | waited until that couple lef. It looked like thanps were fnshed here,
HOW?E
Well they ‘e pot.
JASON

Then 1 apologizs.

NAT
Hey, casy now.
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HOWIE
We live here, okay? This s our home,

BECCA
Alreghy, Howe.

HOWIE

You don’t just walk inlo somepne’s home like that. Especially given the circumstances.
You sbould show a Little respect.

JASON
I'ra somy
{looks 1o ihe others)
I'm sormry | interrupted.
(bear)
Somy

{Jason exits. They're all silent for a couple beals. )

HOWIE
You believe that? The balls on that kid. Walking in here? -
MNAT
{re:grocerics)
I’'m gonoa fimsh Cus

(Nat heads into the katchea with the rest of the grocenies. )

HOWT=
And what was he, out there luding behind a tree or somethung? No wonder Taz was
barking.

BECCA
Or maybe he was barkicg because he's bungry  Did you feed lum?
HOWIE
Gh...no. 1caught up with—
BECCA
No, of course not. You wanted that dog so badly, but you can never remember feed him
{tums to go)
HOWIE

'Ndoit
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bl BECCA
(she does) = And you kpow what's mice? These ladies, don't even talk about their kids oy thear
Howie doesn’t raind this? ra bushands, d¢ any of 1L 1 think they’re just so happy to be away from aljdhat It's
g probably theYgst thing they wanna talk about. Because I'm sure mosyof them are bored

: BECCA rd housewaves, njgu?
It was ais idea. Adier that Open Heuse. Seems hus gnief goes oul the wandew when it

mes to axmang profits, y NAT Vi
(bear) Fd Idon't know. T've ohyer met these people
Sofxy. 1don’t even know why I said that. Just being mean. ¢ ri
(They go back to work.) BECCA ¥
Besudet's not like were getting nd of everything \x Well that's who takes Wechester Contnuing Ed. classes, 1sa't it?
ething stops Nat She’s holding one of Unﬂ:\....m sneakers, NAT
smaller than she remembers. Beeea glances over at her 1 guess
and 1 what's happerung }
. BECGA
BECCA Sure, and they’re just so bappy 1o beNalking sbout Dickens instead of what's for dinner.
(sunply} : “Yay, we're reading literanae.” 1t's Iike ey’ re wn college again. Who'd wanna talk
Den'tdo that ! about thewr families? 1know [ don’t
(takes the sneakers) ] {beal}
Quick and clean, like a band-aul. Anvway, | like it. ] like that I'm just n\_n&. g a class. And next week we start
(places the sneakers in a bag) Madame Bovary. That oughia get thé ol" girls'goin’, kuli? Toss
Otherwise we'll never get through st ;
NAT
(Beceea prabs a Kleenex fom the b and passes it to Nat = { don't know that boalk.
without myssing a beat, She camies ohas if the moment never 2
bappened.) ; BECCA
; No, I know. !
I BECCA s
Did Lzzy tell you | was t2king'a Continuing Ed. class? W reading Rleak House. Isn't (Nat accidentally flips the switch to a néiculously
that hilatious? He beaded ot the syllabus and 1 just leughed\ Bleak House. Of course
oo one knew what T was laughing a1, which was grear. NAT
(Na: looks up-at her.) What the hell?
It’s in Broaxville so no-one knows me. 'm normal there. That's 1 hike best about (ryind to turm it off)
it Fdoc’t get “the face™ every time someone looks at me. How do [—? 15 ancoying!
NAT BECCA
What {ace? uoeﬂ ihe noise)
Tey lis B 10 it or hours on end!
. BECCA / (switches it off)
You keow.

y Lzzy gave him that. Only people without children give those kands of gifts. Or peopie
\Eaﬂo.ﬁ:ﬂﬁ = solcmo pity) who waot to pumsh parents.
“Oh. tu. How ya doin? Hangin® in there? (then...)

(Nat laughs a linje) .mam kmow whnt? Debbie’s kids mipht like that. We should save it for them. That'd

I hate fr s3ow her.
{stnps the mhot sheets aff the bed)

f

[



BECCA
Y ou cen alk about Arthar. | just don't L:ke the compansans.
\ )
N NAT
Okay

BEC
1’5 pot like the Anthur stuff dida't. .. He wag'my brother, so obviously that was a really
hand time for all of us—

o
T~ .7 NAT
Tknow .
S~

“NBECCA

But tiat was a long Ume ago, and it was velx @ﬂnnr For me.
NAT
Of cowse 1L was.
BECCA

Ohay then

y {Back 10 wor| continues sorung books. Nat finds some

=

NAT
What's this”
BECCA
Oh, 1t's a. .Jt's just a story that boy wrote. He sent it to us.
NAT
(re; the sitle)
What 15 il 2n Alice tn Wonderlond kaad of thing, or—
BECCA
Mo, it's mere science fiction.
NAT
{turns & page}
1t's dedicated 1o Danny.
BECCA

Yeah, he asked if he could do that

NAT
Why? It's aboul Danny?
BECCA
No, not at all. 1It's about a scieatist
NAT
Oh
BECCA

Or (ke son of a scientist, actually. The father discovers this warren of— I'slikea
network of holes to other galaxies, or paralle] umverses, 1 guess, but he dies samehow
And so the son goes imo these hioles trying to find him. Well not Aim, becavse he’s dead,
but another version of um.

NAT
It doesn™t sound very good.
BECCA
It's ohoy. He's young.
NAT
Keep it?
BECCA
{beat)

Yeak, we should keep it Il just put it in the box.

(Nat puts the story inside the KEEP box end goes back to cleaung.
Becea contemplates telling her something, and finaliy relents. She

mes to sound off-hand.)
BECCA
1 think I'm gonoa sec urn acrually.
NAT
Who?
BECCA
Jason Willetnie
NAT
Wiy?
BECCA

Idon't kmow. [ just . want lo.



BECCA
(sae’s heard this story magy Bimes)
Yup

NAT
And then Howie was like “Where'd all the chocolates go?” And [ said "Dancy ate them.
Leave him alene, kids like candy.” And then Howie sad “Sut tbose were chocolate
coveted espresso beans!™ Remember?

BECCA
I do

NAT
But Danny had eaten the whole bowl, so he was, you know, really really wared. And
nmmng in crrcles and climbing up the walls, and putting thirgs on his head, and he was
up uatr] ke three AM. Remeriber that?

BECCA
Ozly too well.

NAT
1 didn't know what the damn things were. 1 just thought they were candy You get me
these faccy baskets with all this crazy sl m "em — espresse beans. 1 iell that story o
evervone. People get a kack out of it.

BECCA
Mom?
{Nat looks up athex.)
Does it go away”?
NAT
Wtat.
BECCA
This fechng, Does it ever go away”
NAT
(beat}
No. 1don't thunk it does. Not for me it hasa’t. And that's gown’ on cleven years.
(beat)
1t changes tough.
BECCA

How?

98

NAT
1 don't know. The waght of it, [ guess At zome posnt it becomes beacable It rarns mto
something you can crawl out from under and carry around. Like a bnck 1o your pocket,
And you forget it every once 1n awhile, but then you reach 1o for whatever reason and
there it is. “Oh right. Thar” Wiuch can be awful. But not all the ime. Sometmaes it°s
tanda... Not thal you fike it exactly, but it's what you have nstead of your son, so you
don‘i wanna let go of it either. Sc you camy it wiound. And it doesn't go away, which

[ e

BECCA
What

NAT
Fice...acheally.

{They re silan for a couple beats. Beoca tnkes the bag of tovs and
exits. The Lghts fade)
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450N
That's uhav

BECCA
He's uh

JASON
Not ready”

BECCA
| was goana say werking, but yeah, that 100

JASON
He seemed mad. The other day

BECCA
No, ke was just surpnsed Lhat you dropped by,

JASON
Okav

BECCA
Y ou ‘ust scared lum a hitle bit.

JASON
¥e didn't seern scared.

3ECCA

Yeah well... Maybc diat’s not the right word. But ..Howie's not mad a1 you. ‘What
happeaed was an acsident. Howie knows that

{beat)
You kpow that too. nght!

{Jason takes a bite of lemon-square. Pause, Taz barks out back, .m-g
Bexca cnnges.)

BECCA
“That bark goes nght through me. | swear, we beiter move sonewhere wathout squirrels

JESON
Youshuuld bave ks vocal pords spopped. -

BECCA
Whatte,

1602

JASON
TEat’s what som¥ peopie do. If their dogs wor't stop barking

BECCA .

Huk. I'venever heard of thal. ot

JASON 4

¥ cah, because some dogs st pever shut up. So that’s whal they have to do. Otkerwise
the alternative is mve ‘o edgy. Or put ‘em 1o sleep, | guess. You should ioog 1t up
online. Ibet there's al) sarts of information, if vou're intzrested.

BECCA.

Na, Howe would never allaw it. Iy loves that dog wo much.

Do you have any pets?
No.

Wel thet's lucky
Yeah?

BECCA

Unless you want a pet. Do you want a pet? Becanse ['ve got
kidding. b

u can borow:, J.est

/ JASON

We read that book.

BECCA
Bleal House?

JASON
Yeah, 11 Enghish class.

BECCA
Did you Ike 1?
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JASON
1’s yust my momm, but yeah, she's bappy abou: iz She's already stagted mckang out sheet-
sets Tor the orm reom

BECCA

JASON
ying sbe’s goana apply to the graduate program 5o she can keep an €ye on
up there. She's just joking theugh

BECCA
JASON

She's not really io g forvard to it since 1'm the only one al home oow, but I wld her
1'd come back oa the %eckends whea 1 could,

BECCA
That'll be nice.
{re-enters, bnngs
There ya go.
JASON
Thanks.

{puts the milk down)

And vou graduate when?

Thursday. Mant Laucr 1s gonna speak. His mees iy in my <lass.

BECCA
‘Well that's prear 1 like Matt Lover.
JASON
Yeah. So does my tom.
BECCA

So youtnust have a prom coming up then.

JASON
It was last Saturday actuafly

106

BECCA-

Ameheorrurent?
1ABEN=

<Yeeahy

BECCA

Do you have a pirlfiend or—
FASON

No. 1 mean, 1 did, but we broke up awhile ago, so 1 went with this gurl Carly wha's just a
friead, end this other girl Ting went with this muy Jake whose dad owns this old-
fashioned %m.wwn that he brngs to car-shows and stuff, so we all went m that
togethes. -

BECCA
That must've beer fum

JASON
Yeah, it was a tight squecze though, because no one wanted 10 sit up front, but it worked
out. We had champagte 1n the back - not to get drunk or anything, just to celebrate - tut
Carly is really slonny so she got a litte tipsy, even though she barely had like coe glass
of champagne. And she kept telling the driver to put the top down because she wanted 1o
stand up tn the back and 2ct erazy, bu the car wasn't cven a copvertible, so we
essentially made fen of ber all night for that. That part was pretty funny.

(Becoca tears up as she listens. And with Tinle warning, she is
aying. Alot It goeson fora few beats.)

BECCA
I'm soy

IASON
o, that was stupid of me.

BECCA
[ asked.

JASON
Suill, 1 shouldn't Lave— Should | go”

DECCA

No. I'm fine.

(She coliects herself. She grabs a naptan acd blows Eer nose.]



JASON
Yeah, becaus2 iefimte spacc meacs. it means it poes on and on forever, so there's a
never-ending stream of pessiblibes.

~BEEGA

gﬂl

JASON
So even the most ualikely events bave to take place somewhere, ncluding other unuverses
wath versions of us leading diffevent lives. of maybe the same lives with 2 couple things
-~

hanged. \\

BECCA
u think <hat's plausibie. -

o

JASON _\
ot 'ust nE.V.&_n - probatile. 1€ you accept the most asic laws of saience.

BECCA

Huh ;
(beat) \

So somewhere out therehere's a version ¢f me — what? - making pancakes?

JASON
Sure.

BECCA
Or 2f 2 waler pari.

/ ASON
Wterever, y=ih. Both _?ﬂmnu 15 infisith, Then thers are tons of yous out there, and
tons of mes. F,

BECC
Aad so ts :s justthe sad version efus.

JASON
(deat)
1 gusss.

BECCA
Bul thére are other vers:ons where everythicg goes our way.

JASON
Sure,

BECCA

(beat — a change)

So those other veggions of us exsst They';enaffiypeibencal, they're actual, reaé penfie

JASON /

— 50, could you tell your tusband for me? How | might’ve been gong a little aver the
kizt? 1 know he’s probably sl mad but—

BECCA

He's not mad. Nobady's mad

JASOS
Okay.

(peat)

Can vou tell bim though?

BECCA
Supe.

(lason takes anotter bite of lemon-sguars BS the lights fade.)
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BECCA
You'te welcome
Zzy
Bye, Howie
NAT
Bye, Sweene.
HOWIE
Bye, guys.
LAs they exit)
NAT
Bingo's just al Sh.Cathence’s, you know. s the bum rush?
12ZY

Can we talk sbout tus 1w thg cag,yleas=?

(They exit, Izzy camywg the box of sufl. Howic has placed the
tunioi] on the table }

BOWIE
{re: bread)
Alzn brought in has zuccham bread sga:n. He made me take what was ‘ef. Pe wanis vou
to Ty it
BECCA
That was pice of kim.  You'll have to thank him for me.

(Howie gets bimself a beer from the fndge.)

BECCA
We had paillard of vou're bungrv. 1t's in there.

114

HOWIE
o, Alan kept pushung thal bread on me al! day.

BECCA
Okay.

HOWIE

(afier a couple beats}

S0 how'd 1l go with the Xid”

8ECCA
Fine. It was totally fine.

HOWIE
What'd he want?

BECCA
Just to...1 don't know, introduce lumself, 1 gaess, talk a J:ule.

HOWIE
Dnd vou let jum off the hook?

BECCA
What do you mean?

HOWIE

Well, he seetned preity intznt on siting down with us. 1 assumed he wanted 1o be
absoived or something.

(no response)
Is that what he wanted?
BECCA
Nol rezlly. Not o so many words, no.
HOWIE
Huh. Did you tell lum we dodn’t blame um?
BECCA
We dor 't blame him.
HOWTE

No, I krow, but did you Yet lum kpiow that?

BECCA
I guess so.



H Y

BECCA
1t was okay. She samd she kept meaning to call, bin she felt freaked out about everything
aod sa sae kept puttng it of, and before she knew 1t months had goae by, and so then she
reatiy couldn’t cal) because she felt like sach an asshole, and assumed [ bazed her, so it
just seemed casier 1 pot pick up the phone.

HOWIE
And that » a3 good enough for you?

BECCA
} don't know. Probably  We'll see how the barbecue goes.

HOWIE

Are the Yads gonna be there?

BECCA
Of course.

HOWIE

(beat)

That"ll be hard.

BECCA

Yeah. It'il be good to sce them though, We should get something for Emsty. We missed
her burthday. She tumed four last week.

HOWIE
(pause)
Raght. Okay
{pause}
Denny’s 1s coming ap.
BECCA
[ know
HOWIE
That's gonna be a 1ough one.
DECCA

Yeah,

{Silence as Becen cats the bread.)

BECCA
(re: zucchir bread)
1's good,
HOWIE
I"li tell Alan you liked it.
(Mure sileocs )
HOWIE
It’s so quiet
BECCA
That's because | slipped Taz o coupls Ambien.
HOWIE
(smiles)
You're funny
BECCA

You ttunk I'; soking.

(Becea takes ancther bite of zuochin bread. Aficrabeat..)

BECCA
You think we should reconsider the house?
HOWIE
If nobody bids, we might have to.
BECCA
There zre worse tungs, | guess.
HOWIE
Yeah,
PECCA
(beat)
It s a mce bouse.
HOWIE

[ amow

{Becca stops eating, and faces Howae. Panse.}



